
Call for Applications: 
 
33 Scholarships for the 
Würzburg Summer School for Cultural and Literary Animal Studies (CLAS) 
Sep 24-Sep 29, 2012, at the University of  Würzburg 
 
1. Würzburg Summer School for Cultural and Literary Animal Studies, funded by 

Volkswagen Foundation 
 
 Cultural and Literary Animal Studies constitute a research area that has begun to establish itself  only 
in recent years. In its  approaches, CLAS assemble research disciplines as different and distinct as 
Philosophy, History, Art History, Film Studies, Literary Studies, the History of  Science, Cultural Studies, 
Biology, Psychology, Anthropology, Geography, Sociology, and Jurisprudence. The "Würzburg Summer 
School for Cultural and Literary Animal Studies" intends to address the question as to the historical and 
systematic position of  animals in our culture in the form of  three consecutive annual themes, designed to 
build up on one another while still defining their unique and independent focal points. These annual 
themes will be "Nature, Culture, Agency" (2012), "Political Zoology" (2013), and "Zoological Aesthetics" 
(2014). Each year, the respective theme will be investigated in keynote lectures, workshops on animal 
theory and animal themes, panel discussions, artistic presentations, and open formats on project 
development and project networking. The Summer Schools predominately aim at providing a platform to 
junior researchers who are working on projects that address the relevant issues within the context of  
CLAS and wish to explore and develop the field of  CLAS together with the workshop facilitators and the 
speakers – young academics and academics who have laid the foundations for CLAS. 
 The focus of  "Nature, Culture, Agency," the first of  the Summer Schools, will be on general 
questions as to an epistemology and methodology of  CLAS: In the debates currently held, the animal 
appears as a peculiar object, whose epistemological status cannot be determined easily, a circumstance 
which makes it necessary to clarify a first methodological approach. Two diametrically opposed 
conceptions may be distinguished here, a naturalist and a culturalist one. In the problem area between a 
scientific realism on the one side, and the anthropologically oriented construction of  animals on the other, 
Agency Theories have established themselves as a third way: From this perspective, animals are actively 
involved in the cultural activities of  humans, albeit not as self-aware subjects, but clearly as acting agents. 
This makes conceivable a form of  participation in which the animal is neither a pre-existing given, 
something natural, completely untouched, nor exclusively a mere construct or product, a projection foil 
for human acitivity. 
 
2. Program Summer School 2012 
 
 The 2012 Summer School is to look into the issues revolving around a conceptualization of  
animals in the context of  keynotes which raise the questions of  the "great divide" between Culturalism 
and Naturalism and of  a cultural theory of  animals (Philippe Descola, Paris; Stefan Rieger, Bochum). 
Primatologist Julia Fischer from Göttingen will meet philosopher and cultural scholar Markus Wild 
(Berlin) in debate. In a reading followed by a discussion section, facilitated by Julika Griem (Frankfurt), 
writer Marcel Beyer will present a variety of  textual animals and speak about the relationship of  nature 
and culture in his fictions. Our excursion day will lead participants to a prominent site of  animal research. 
Workshops will address our subject in both a theoretical and example-based fashion. In theory workshops, 
we will read and discuss texts that introduce fundamental theoretical and methodological positions (e.g., by 
Jacques Derrida, Philippe Descola, Bruno Latour, and Donna Haraway). Running in parallel, three 
example-driven theme workshops will serve to deepen our insights into the subject.: "Nature/History" 
(Aline Steinbrecher, Robert Suter) discusses the efficacy of  animals in historical processes; 
"Response/Responsibility" (Herwig Grimm, Julia Bodenburg) inquires into the subject, respectively, the 
object status of  animals, and their consequences for a practological animal ethics; 
"Experiment/Performance" (Roland Borgards, Esther Köhring) analyzes cases of  animal action in the 
borderline region between natural-science and artistic experimental designs. 
 Looking forward to meeting with junior researchers from a variety of  disciplines and countries, 
we envision the Summer School as a laboratory for our research area. There will be opportunities to 
present and discuss personal projects, as well as spaces for networking and development. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

3. Application 
 
 33 fully-funded scholarships, covering travel expenses as well as accommodation, are available for 
the Summer School of  2012. Young academics (doctoral candidates and post-docs) from all relevant fields 
are requested to submit a two-page Letter of  Motivation, outlining both their general interest in CLAS 
(research connections, personal projects) and their specific interest in the workshop selected (first choice). 
The application must also include the completed application form, available for download on our website, 
where the program for the 2012 Summer School may also be found. Applications may be submitted until 
June 15. Invitations will be sent beginning of  July, 2012. 
 We seek to attract an interdisciplinarily and internationally oriented field of  participants. Working 
languages will be German and English. In the interest of  intensive collaboration, scholarships can only be 
awarded to applicants who will be resident in Würzburg for the entire duration of  the 2012 Summer 
School. 
 
 
 
Deadline for applications: June 15, 2012. Please e-mail to: 
netzwerk-clas@germanistik.uni-wuerzburg.de 
 
Application form, program, and further information may be found at: 
www.summerschool-clas.de 
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